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selves hard pressed by the Father, they said once for
all, and the mother declared flatly, that neither the
child nor any one else would be baptized, since
Alkhioca had not been. This Savage was one of their
relatives, who had died on the 23rd of September at
la Rochelle. The child said nothing to all this, and
meanwhile he became worse from day to day. Our
continual occupation with our invalids did not pre-
vent us from seeking every possible way to win these
people. We assisted them to the extent of our abili-
ty in whatever they might desire, and often antici-
pated their requests; they nevertheless persisted in
their obstinacy. Although parents here have not
much control over their children, yet the children
show great deference to the sentiments of their fa-
thers and mothers when it comes to a question of
Baptism. We know this only too well from experi-
ence. I will say also in passing that several of those
who opposed the Baptism of others, and especially
that of their own children, themselves falling ill
afterwards, have either stubbornly resisted Baptism
and miserably perished, or have been taken off be-
fore we had any knowledge of it. I do not know
what will be the end of this wretched [84] mother,
who is still in excellent health. At all events, she
was partly the cause of her son’s misfortune. Fa-
ther Pijart went to see him the evening before his
death, and found means of speaking to him. He
first addressed the grandmother, but obtained no
satisfaction from her, notwithstanding all the argu-
ments he could bring forward. He turned to the
child and asked him how it seemed to him,—repre-
senting to him that the matter was altogether within
his own inclination, that he saw plainly the danger



